
The Freeman - 06/26/2026 Page : A01

July 2, 2026 10:08 am (GMT -5:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

See SAFETY, PAGE 5A

The FREEMAN
Friday, June 26, 2026$1.50

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

Volume 168  No. 62

TO SUBSCRIBE TO THE FREEMAN, call 262-542-2500 or go online at: gmtoday.com/subscribe 

INDEX
Business  . . . . .6A
Classified  . . . .4B
Comics  . . . . . .3B
Community  . . .6B
Obituaries  . . . .5A

National Weather Service

WEATHER FORECAST

By Karen Pilarski
kpilarski@conleynet.com

WAUKESHA — Bubbles floated
through the air, children laughed
as they completed crafts, stickers
decorated clothes and families
lined up to explore emergency
vehicles during Safety Days at
Frame Park on Thursday.

The free community event
brought together local families,
first responders and community
organizations for a morning
focused on safety education,
hands-on activities and family fun.
Children had the opportunity to
climb inside a Waukesha Police
Department squad car, check out a
Waukesha Fire Department fire
engine and meet local police offi-
cers and firefighters.

Waukesha Police Department Lt.
David Daily said, “Safety Days in
the Park bring together first
responders and community
groups for a fun, relaxed way to
connect with the community. Fam-
ilies can meet the people who help
keep them safe and supported, ask
questions, and pick up useful tips
on things like emergency pre-
paredness, prevention, and every-
day safety. It’s all about building
relationships, sharing knowledge,
and helping everyone feel more
comfortable and confident. In the
end, it’s a reminder that keeping
our community safe and strong is
something we all work on togeth-
er.”

Nearby, April Claar attended
with her sons, 5-year-old Elias and
nearly 2-year-old Enzo. The family
enjoyed blowing bubbles and
exploring the emergency vehicles.

HANDS-ON EXPERIENCE 
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Haze Johnson eagerly climbed into a Waukesha Police squad car and grabbed the steering wheel. The little one and his mom attended Waukesha’s
Safety Days at Frame Park on Thursday.

Free fun 
and lessons 

highlight
Safety Days

event in
Waukesha

Four-year-old
Audrina
Springer visited
Waukesha’s
Safety Days for
the first time on
Thursday. Aud-
rina worked on
one of the
event’s hands-
on activities
while listening
to the Wauke-
sha Public
Library’s story
time.

Michelle Hackett, right, a registered nurse and trauma program
manager at ProHealth Care, said children were especially interest-
ed in learning how to respond during emergencies. On Thursday,
Hackett showed kids how to put on a tourniquet during Waukesha’s
Safety Days in Frame Park.

By Brad Star
bstar@conleynet.com

MADISON — Passenger rail
might be coming to Waukesha
County and the surrounding area
after all.  

Gov. Tony Evers, along with the
Wisconsin Department of Trans-
portation and in partnership with
Amtrak, submitted a grant appli-
cation to the U.S. Department of
Transportation on Thursday,
according to a news release. The
application submitted to the
Trump administration would
revive the effort to bring more pas-
senger rail to southeast Wiscon-
sin, a long-debated topic in the
state that has yet to come to
fruition. 

The Evers administration is
proposing to expand the Amtrak

Hiawatha train service into Dane,
Jefferson and Waukesha counties
by building upon existing railroad
infrastructure to extend two daily
Hiawatha Chicago-to-Milwaukee
trains to Madison, Watertown and
Pewaukee, according to the
release. 

“The opportunity to expand pas-
senger rail has haunted Wisconsin
for a generation because of a
short-sighted political stunt —
that decision cost our state dearly,
and we want to right that wrong,”
Gov. Evers said in the release.
“Ensuring Wisconsin has the 21st-
century transportation and infras-
tructure we need to compete for
workers and thrive in a 21st-centu-
ry economy must be a top priority
for our state, especially if we want
to keep working toward the future
we’ve been building together over

the last seven years. This is an
important effort that should have
happened a long time ago, and I’m
hopeful the Trump Administra-
tion will approve our request so we
can get this done.”

The grant would fund invest-
ments such as bridge rehabilita-
tions, track and crossing upgrades,
and Americans with Disabilities
Act-accessible temporary station
platforms in Madison, Watertown
and Pewaukee. 

The City of Pewaukee recently
drafted a letter of support for an
Amtrak Hiawatha station along
the north side of Marjean Lane
and west of Duplainville Road,
according to District 3 Alderman
Brian Dziwulski. 

Dziwulski is all for Evers’ plan,
citing that it would add convenient
public transportation for residents

and help them save on gas. 
“I think as long as they have

enough times that it runs during
the day, probably two (trains) in
the morning and maybe two
(trains) in the evening like it does
in Chicago, then it makes a lot of
sense,” Dziwulski said. 

Dziwulski couldn’t speak for
Madison and Watertown, but said
that the City of Pewaukee is pre-
pared, having already decided on a
site for its Amtrak station. 

“I don’t know where they’re
looking to run it, but I’m sure

they’ll find a place that’s at least
close to public transport,” he said.
“We know where we’re going to
have it.” 

Expanding passenger rail has
long been a controversial subject
in Wisconsin. In 2009, former Gov.
Jim Doyle agreed to a deal with
Talgo, a high-speed rail manufac-
turer, to build two new trains to
connect Milwaukee and Madison
by rail, with the state being award-
ed $810 million in federal funds to
move forward with the project.
However, Doyle’s successor, Gov.
Scott Walker, rejected the funding,
thus derailing the project. Talgo,
which had already built the trains,
then sued the state, and the settle-
ment required the state to pay $50
million to Talgo. The trains that
were meant for Wisconsin ended
up being used in Nigeria. 

Evers announces effort to expand passenger rail into Waukesha County 

What do you think?

Phone: 262-513-2641
Email: soundoff@conleynet.com  

SOUND OFF

Waukesha Safety Days 
When: 10 a.m. to noon, July 22, and
Aug. 11 
Where: July 22 — Grandview Park,
1001 N Grandview Blvd.; and Aug.11
— Bethesda Park, 560 Dunbar Ave.

TONIGHT:
Partly 

Cloudy

High 68 
Low 55

SATURDAY:
Mostly 
Sunny

High 76 
Low 58

SUNDAY:
Chance 
Showers

High 82 
Low 70

MONDAY:
Hot

High 93 
Low 75

TUESDAY:
Sunny 
& Hot

High 95 
Low 74
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“They love getting to see the
vehicles up close and get to go
inside of them,” Claar said.
“Anytime we drive by a fire
truck, ambulance or police car,
they get super excited, so it’s fun
that they get to see the inside and
learn a little more about them.
It’s also nice to have something
fun and free to do outside.”

Ashley Hoover brought her
daughter, 4-year-old Audrina
Springer, to Safety Days for the
first time.

“She loves crafts,” Hoover said
as Audrina worked on one of the
event’s hands-on activities. 

Cyle Crangle attended with his
three children, Eli, Lilli and Kai.
His kids immediately gravitated
toward the 4-H craft station after
the family learned about the
event on Facebook.

“We thought we’d come check
it out,” Crangle said. “We walked
up to this area, and they right
away ran to the crafts and look
like they’re having a lot of fun.
They’re excited to see some of
the police officers and the fire
department and the fire truck. It
looks like a really good event.”

One of the highlights of the
event was a donation presenta-
tion from Waukesha County 4-H
members, who donated 50 hand-
made “Love Bugs” to the Wauke-
sha Police and Fire departments.

The stuffed creations were part
of a countywide community ser-
vice project involving youth from
4-H clubs across Waukesha Coun-
ty. The Love Bugs are designed to
provide comfort to children who
may be displaced by a fire, expe-
riencing a traumatic event or fac-
ing difficult circumstances dur-
ing emergency response calls.

“We did a countywide donation
project where kids in our clubs
sewed Love Bugs,” said Sara
Wells-Tomjanovich, associate 4-H
youth educator. “Today we’re
donating 50 to the City of Wauke-
sha police and fire departments
so they can give them to children
when they go out on calls.”

Each Love Bug includes a
handwritten note created by a 4-
H member.

The idea for the project came
from Payton Karls of the 4-H
Club, who helped present the
donation.

“I would like to thank everyone
for being here today,” Payton said
during the presentation. “It is my
honor to help present these Love
Bugs to the Waukesha Police and
Fire Department. This is part of
a countywide 4-H community
service project, and we are so
glad that they will be given to
youth that you work with.”

Payton said she was inspired to
create the project to help chil-
dren who have lost belongings
during emergencies.

“Basically, just giving it to the
kids that lost something in the
fire,” she said.

The project also gave youth an
opportunity to learn new skills.
More than 215 Love Bugs were
created, surpassing the group’s
original goal of 100.

Jayme Hansen, a 4-H member

who participated in the effort,
said volunteers learned sewing
techniques while discovering
how their work could make a dif-
ference.

“We got to learn how to sew,
and then when we sewed, we
learned that we could help people
out if we did the craft,” Hansen
said.

Youth volunteers spent weeks
cutting fabric, reading patterns,
sewing pieces together, stuffing
the Love Bugs and packaging
them for distribution. A final
assembly event at the Waukesha
Public Library brought volun-
teers together to finish the pro-
ject.

Wells-Tomjanovich said the
effort reflects the core mission of
4-H, which emphasizes hands-on
learning and community involve-
ment.

“In 4-H, we do all hands-on
learning, so that engagement
piece is so important for kids,”
she said. “It’s about having expe-
riences and learning how to con-
nect dots between their learning
to apply it elsewhere in the
world.”

Safety education was another
key focus of the event. Represen-
tatives from ProHealth Care
shared information about bicycle
and e-bike safety, helmet use and
emergency bleeding control.

Michelle Hackett, a registered
nurse and trauma program man-
ager at ProHealth Care, said chil-
dren were especially interested
in learning how to respond dur-
ing emergencies.

“We’ve had lots of kids practice
putting on a tourniquet,” Hackett
said. “They really want to know
what to do if someone is bleeding
a lot.”

Fire Inspector Tom Koerner of
the Waukesha Fire Department
said events like Safety Days help
build trust between first respon-
ders and the community.

“We really pride ourselves on
going out to educate the public
and making sure people are
safe,” Koerner said. “Getting
involved with the community
and showing kids that firefight-
ers and police officers aren’t
scary people, that they can come
to us if they need help, is really
important.”

Nearby, Madison Judson, 3,
proudly rang the bell on a fire
truck.

“What did you like about it?”
she was asked.

“The bell,” Madison replied
with a smile.

Waukesha 

Police Department

WEDNESDAY
7 a.m. — A homeless subject was

lying under tarps near
the pavilion in the 600
block of North Hartwell
Avenue. Staff from YMCA
wanted him removed. He
was advised he needs to
leave because camp
starts soon.

11:41 a.m. — A garage was broken
into in the 1000 block of River Hill
Drive. Nothing appeared to be taken.

12:55 p.m. — A homeless woman
inside WCTC, 327 E. Broadway, was
yelling.

2:31 p.m. — A building owner in the
100 block of East Sunset Drive said
there was a male standing next to the
building the night before who he
asked to leave. The male then left but
also left “burn marks” on the property.

3 p.m. — Juveniles in the 1800
block of South Grand Avenue were
running around with water guns and
water balloons and throwing them at
the caller’s window. She asked them
to stop and they began to swear at
her. Two boys have been having
ongoing issues with another boy who
resides at this address. They all have
been throwing things at each other’s
buildings and ding-dong-ditching each
other. One boy was not very coopera-
tive with police and was the one
swearing at the caller and seemed to
be the primary instigator on Wednes-
day. All juveniles and parents were
advised that continued issues could
result in police action.

5:14 p.m. — A woman was “biting
herself”, dancing around, lifting her
shirt up and standing in front of Krazy
Golf in the 200 block of West Broad-
way. An officer reported the woman
“was being herself and acting very
abnormally. She moved across the
street and eventually began wander-
ing away.”

7:59 p.m. — A caller who moon-
lights as a crochet artist and made a
doll from “Lilo and Stitch” for a co-
worker was attempting to take a pic-
ture in the closed pool area in the
2600 block of Crest Lane for her
Instagram startup account when she
set the alarm off.

POLICE BLOTTER
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NEW BERLIN

Thomas ‘Tom’ R. Sindorf
March 20, 1933 — June 17, 2026

Thomas “Tom” R. Sindorf of New
Berlin passed away peacefully sur-
rounded by his loving family at Angels-

Grace Hospice on
Wednesday, June 17, 2026
at age 93. He was born in
Milwaukee on March 20,
1933 the son of Raymond
and Adele (nee Harnack)
Sindorf. On April 12, 1952
he married his beloved
wife of 69 years, Janet

(Currie) Sindorf; she preceded him in
death on February 11, 2021. Tom loved
to work in his yard, especially his flow-
er and vegetable gardens. He cherished
spending time with his family, most of
all the time spent with his grandchil-
dren and great-grandchildren. But his
greatest joy in life came from knowing
Jesus.

He will be sadly missed by his chil-
dren, Tom (the late Pam) Sindorf, Lynn
(Steve) Saari, Leslie Sindorf and Karen
(Vern) Whitney; his eight grandchil-
dren, Jamie (Jon) Halquist, Kelly (Ken)
Seelow, Christie Saari, Caitlin (Stuart)
Willicombe, Emma (Ross) Hubanks,
Stacey (Justin) Kobus, Taylor (Brittany)
Whitney and Jesse (Hannah) Sindorf;
21 great-grandchildren and a great-
great-grandchild on the way. He is fur-
ther survived by other relatives and
friends. In addition to his wife, Janet,
and his parents, he was preceded in
death by his sister, Jane (Andy) Ulrich
and brother Fred (Nancy) Sindorf.

As no memorial was held for Janet in
2021, a memorial service in celebration
of Tom and Janet Sindorf’s lives will
take place on Thursday, July 2, 2026 at
5:00 PM at Bridge Church, 1314 S.
Grand Ave., Waukesha. Following the
service, a time to gather and greet the
family with food and fellowship will
take place in the church café.

In lieu of flowers, memorials are
appreciated to AngelsGrace Hospice,
who provided dignified care in Tom’s
final days. 

Randle-Dable-Brisk Funeral Home,
Crematory and Preplanning Services is
honored to serve the family. For further
information, please call the funeral
home at 262-547-4035 or visit our web-
site at www.randledable.com for direc-
tions or to leave the family an online
tribute message.
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Fire Inspector Tom Koerner, left, of the Waukesha Fire Department said events like Safety Days help build trust between first responders and
the community. Madison Judson, 3, proudly rings the bell on a fire truck on Thursday during Waukesha’s Safety Days in Frame Park.

The Waukesha Public Library held a story time during Waukesha’s
Safety Days at Frame Park on Thursday. The mobile Book Bike that
travels to local neighborhood parks and community events during
the summer was also on hand.

Kai Crangle, left, Lilli Crangle, center, and Eli Crangle work on a
4-H craft project on Thursday during Waukesha’s Safety Days.

Almost-2-year-old Enzo Claar (his
brother Elias Claar, 5, is behind
him) blows bubbles and uses a
bubble wand on Thursday during
Waukesha’s Safety Days in Frame
Park.

Have a news tip?

If you have a news item you would
like to see in The Freeman, send
an email to news@conleynet.com.
Or call 262-513-2657.


