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SUSSEX — On a warm September morn-
ing, the exterior wall of Tony Maronni’s
Pizzeria, N63- W23951 Main St., invites its
customers with a new kind of atmosphere.

Instead of the smell of fresh dough and
tomato sauce, it’s the sound of brushes
against brick, the sight of color slowly
spreading across concrete. Step by step, a
blank wall is being transformed into a new
mural, a project rooted in the village’s his-
tory, community, and a family’s legacy.

“After nearly two decades in Sussex, I
wanted our walls to reflect the same story
our food tells, one rooted in community, his-
tory, and family,” said owner Tony Lippold.
“This mural is my way of giving back and
showing gratitude to the town that has sup-
ported us.”

A hometown artist returns 
The artist behind the mural is Brad Geers,

a Hamilton High School graduate who grew
up in Sussex. While Geers had always been
creative, he didn’t begin pursuing art seri-
ously until after high school, when he dis-
covered a natural talent for painting. 

About four years ago, he got more serious
about painting and had more time to pur-
sue the art form. He began specializing in
live wedding paintings, capturing couples’
ceremonies or first dances in real time.

Since then, he’s painted more than 100
weddings, traveling across the U.S. and
even abroad. One commission brought him
to India. “It’s really special to be part of
such personal moments, and to see how dif-
ferent cultures celebrate,” Geers said.

Geers eventually expanded into murals a
couple of years ago as well, completing
large-scale pieces at VIVA Wellness in
Brookfield and Playtime Doggy Daycare in
Milwaukee.

Now, he’s back in Sussex, bringing his
skills to the place where his artistic jour-
ney began. “To be able to contribute some-
thing tangible and permanent to Sussex is
pretty special,” Geers said.

Where the project began  
The design process began this summer,

when Lippold posted online about his inter-
est in adding a mural to his pizzeria. A
friend tagged Geers, and the two met to
begin sketching ideas. Together, they devel-
oped a vision that combined Lippold’s busi-
ness story with the broader identity of Sus-
sex.

“We wanted to highlight Sussex land-
marks, the Lannon stone quarry, the iconic
Sussex water tower, the Bug Line trail, and

Holy Hill on the horizon,” Lippold
explained. “These images tell the story of
Sussex’s growth and its people.”

After refining the design, the pair submit-
ted the proposal to the Sussex Village
Board in August, which the board had
approved. 

“The board in Sussex they were just
excited about it, and that enthusiasm made
the process easier,” said Geers. 

Challenges on the wall
Painting outdoors brings unique hurdles.

Geers mentions that working in hot weath-
er can be tricky. “When it’s hot, the wall
itself heats up, the paint dries too fast, and
you end up wasting a lot,” he said. To
adjust, he plans to work in the mornings
and wrap up by noon during warm stretch-
es.

Despite those challenges, his goal is to
finish the mural by late October, before cold
weather sets in. “It might be done earlier,
but October is the end goal,” he said.

Lippold plans to keep the community
engaged throughout the process. “We’ll be
taking pictures of the mural when it’s
halfway done and again once it’s fully com-
pleted,” he said. “That way, people can fol-
low along and see how this vision comes to
life step by step.”

Continuing legacy  
For Lippold, who started his pizzeria

nearly 20 years ago to prove his craft and
build something with his family, the
mural is more than art. “It’s a legacy
piece,” he said. “I started this pizzeria to
stop working for others and prove my
craft. I built it with my wife and sons, Sam
and Noah. Now, with this mural, we’re
cementing our story in Sussex’s story.”

He hopes the finished piece brings a
sense of pride to residents. “I want people
to walk by, point out the landmarks, and
feel that this mural belongs to all of us,”
he said. “Just like our pizza, it’s made
with care and meant to bring people
together.”

For Geers, the chance to collaborate
with Lippold, a business owner he
admired growing up, makes the project
even more meaningful. “Tony is passion-
ate about his work and his community,”
Geers said. “It’s cool to partner with
someone who really loves what they do,
and to create something that reflects
that.”

The completed mural will mark a mile-
stone: the first village-approved outdoor
mural in Sussex. For both artist and busi-
ness owner, it’s a symbol of how creativity
and community spirit can come together.
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Brad Geers starts a new project, painting a mural on Tony Maronni’s Pizza, an Italian staple
in Sussex for over 20 years.

Summer Fisher/Freeman Staff

Brad Geers, who grew up in Sussex, begins a mural for Tony Maronni’s pizza shop.

From pizza to public art 
New Tony Maronni’s mural brings Sussex history to life

IRS to give
relief to 

taxpayers
affected by

August 
flooding

WASHINGTON — The Internal Rev-
enue Service (IRS) announced on
Wednesday that it will be giving tax
relief to individuals and businesses
affected by the severe storms, straight-
line winds, flooding and mudslides that
occurred in southeastern Wisconsin
between Aug. 9 and 12.

Taxpayers have until Feb. 2 to apply
for various federal individual and busi-
ness tax returns, and to make tax pay-
ments originally due on or after Aug. 9,
according to a news release.

“Following the disaster declaration
issued by the Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency (FEMA), individuals
and households residing or having a
business in Milwaukee, Washington,
and Waukesha counties qualify for tax
relief,” the release said. “As a result,
affected individuals and businesses
will have until Feb. 2, 2026, to file
returns and pay any taxes that were
originally due during this period.”

The Feb. 2 filing deadline applies to
the following:

■ Any individual, business or tax-
exempt organization that has a valid
extension to file their 2024 return due
to run out on Oct. 15.

■ Quarterly estimated income tax
payments normally due on Sept. 15 and
Jan. 15, 2026.

■ Quarterly payroll and excise tax
returns normally due on Oct. 31 and
Jan. 31, 2026.

■ Calendar-year partnerships and S
corporations whose 2024 extensions
run out on Sept. 15.

■ Calendar-year corporations whose
2024 extensions run out on Oct. 15.

■ Calendar-year tax exempt organi-
zations whose extensions run out on
Nov. 17.

“The IRS notes, however, payments
for returns on a filing extension are
not eligible for additional time to pay
as filing extensions only apply to the
filing of the return and not to pay-
ments,” the release said. “If an affected
taxpayer receives a late filing or late
payment penalty notice from the IRS
that has an original filing, payment or
deposit due date that falls within the
postponement period, the taxpayer
should call the telephone number on
the notice to have the IRS abate the
penalty.”

The IRS automatically identifies tax-
payers located within the disaster cov-
erage area and applies filing and pay-
ment relief. If you reside or have a
business located outside the covered
disaster area, you can contact the IRS’
toll-free line, at 866-562-5227, to request
this tax relief, according to the release.

Taxpayers who wish to suspend
direct debit payments should contact
the IRS, at 866-562-5227, or their bank
for assistance.

If you do not qualify for tax relief,
you may qualify for reasonable cause
penalty abatement. Additional infor-
mation about reasonable cause penalty
abatement can be found online at
tinyurl.com/yrhbrt9w.

For more information about IRS dis-
aster relief, visit tinyurl.com/4bb7ejha. 

WAUKESHA — The Waukesha Public
Library is inviting the community to a
special event celebrating 20 years of
public art in the library and the addi-
tion of four new pieces to its growing
collection.

The reception will be held from 3 p.m.-
4 p.m. Saturday at the library, 321 Wis-
consin Ave. The celebration will begin
with a mayoral proclamation and a
short presentation at 3:15 p.m., followed
by refreshments and the opportunity to
meet several artists whose works are
part of the library’s Public Art Collec-
tion.

Formed in 2005, the Waukesha Public
Library’s Public Art Committee was
established to curate a collection of
original artwork that would inspire, pro-
voke thought and enrich the communi-
ty’s cultural experience. Over the past
two decades, the committee has over-
seen the acquisition of 57 original art-
works by 39 local artists.

In honor of the anniversary, commit-
tee members will also be leading guided
tours of the Library’s Public Art Collec-
tion at 10:30 p.m. on Nov. 8.

To register for the November art tour
or learn more about the library’s art ini-
tiatives, visit
WaukeshaPublicLibrary.org or call 262-
524-3682.

WAUKESHA — A former marketing
manager for St. Vincent de Paul who was
accused of using agency funds to support
his own side business appeared in a
Waukesha courtroom on Thursday, where
he was released after signing a $50,000 sig-
nature bond.

Joshua Barnickel, 34, of Waukesha, was
charged last month with theft in a busi-
ness setting of over $10,000 and identity
theft for allegedly taking over $50,000. A
condition of his release imposed by Court
Commissioner David Herring was that
Barnickel is not to possess any identifying
information other than his own, including
financial cards, with the exception of

Magick Co. Barnickel is a registered again
of Magic4Gaming, a Milwaukee company.

The complaint in the case said St. Vin-
cent de Paul officials discovered suspi-
cious activity on one of credit cards
issues to managers for business-related
purchases. Barnickel, hired in November
2014 and who became marketing manager
in 2018, was suspected of time theft when
it was learned he was unreachable during
work hours or absent from places he was
supposed to be. Management knew he ran
a gaming side business, and a top agency
manager found Barnickel at that business
when he was clocked in at St. Vincent de
Paul, a criminal complaint said. Barnick-

el resigned the next day, but the agency
investigated further and found a number
of purchased believed to be unrelated to
St. Vincent de Paul and instead directed at
the gaming business, the complaint said. 

Barnickel admitted many of the pur-
chases were personal, including a $7,500
charge for sponsoring an event at the
Baird Center that St. Vincent de Paul
never approved, as well as hotel stays,
office supplies, digital advertising and
display materials, the complaint said.
All told, he spent more than $50,000 with-
out authorization, the complaint against
him said. Barnickel is due in court again
Oct. 13.

WAUKESHA — The Waukesha Educa-
tion Foundation, Inc. has officially
opened the nomination period for its 2025
WEF Recognition Awards, honoring indi-
viduals, educators, organizations, and
corporations who have made a significant
impact on education within the School
District of Waukesha and the greater
Waukesha community, according to a
news release. 

The annual awards celebrate excellence
in educational partnership and leader-
ship across three categories:

Corporate Partner in Education
Award

Community Partner in Education
Award

Sally Jo Michalko Lifetime Excel-
lence in Education Award

WEF is seeking nominees who exempli-
fy innovation and collaboration and who
reflect the foundation’s motto:

“STRONG SCHOOLS = STRONG BUSI-
NESSES = STRONG COMMUNITIES,” a
news release said.

“We look forward to celebrating our
2025 award winners at our Evening for
Education event on March 25, 2026,” said
Lynnette Kalmadge, executive director of
the Waukesha Education Foundation. “We
honor those that have put a priority on
education and support the efforts of the
School District of Waukesha. We hope our
community will bring forth wonderful

nominees so we can recognize their
important contributions to our future
generation.”

More information about tickets and
sponsorship opportunities for this popu-
lar annual event will be coming soon. 

The nomination deadline is Dec. 1.
While the application is fully online, the
staff at the Foundation are available to
assist anyone needing help completing an
online application. Questions can be
directed to 262-970-1143 during regular
business hours.

Award information, nomination forms
and a list of previous winners can be
found online at
http://sdwone.us/wefawards. 
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