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BROOKFIELD — Nestled in
Brookfield’s Stonewood Village,
Spirit Mercantile is a new meta-
physical supply store offering
candles, crystals, rosaries, prayer
beads, and tools for rituals across
spiritual traditions.  

“No matter what your spiritual
path, if there is a form of ritual
in it, and we define ritual as
prayer in action, right? So, if
there’s a form of ritual to it, we
strive to carry it,” said owner
Melissa Musante.

The store, 17700 W. Capitol
Drive, quietly opened in May and
is located among a collection of
small businesses. 

Musante hopes her presence
helps draw more people back to
the area.

“The coolest thing about
Stonewood is that every single
business is owned by a woman,
which really is kind of neat. It’s
really kind of a neat sisterhood
to be part of, which was not what
I was looking for, but it’s a happy
side effect,” said Musante.

In addition to retail, the shop

offers metaphysical services such
as astrology readings, Reiki and
workshops.

The store offers workshops
called “make and takes,” which
allow guests to create spell bot-
tles, intention bracelets or protec-
tion charms while learning their
deeper meaning.

“If we’re talking about mani-
festing abundance, sometimes
lighting a candle to help you cen-
ter, to raise your vibration in a
way that you can attract that
abundance, that’s what it’s all
about. All of this comes from
within us, but we need help
reconnecting, and that’s what
these objects are for,” Musante
said.

The shop’s small classroom can
host eight to 12 people, depending
on the session. Some classes, like
Reiki or astrology, are kept inten-
tionally small for more personal-
ized attention. 

Musante’s journey from real
estate to ritual isn’t as surprising
as it sounds.

“Well,” she laughed, “maybe
it’s more like, how does someone
like this end up in real estate?
I’ve been doing this work since I

was little. I was raised in this tra-
dition.” 

The dream of owning a shop
started decades ago. Her cousin

recently reminded her of this
fact. 

“She came into the shop the
grand opening weekend, and she

said, ‘I remember running up to
get something for supper, and you
pointing to Stonewood and saying
... I’m going to have a shop in
there someday.’ That was when I
was, like, 16 or 17, years old, and
I’m 55 now,” she said.

“I just feel like this was the
extension of the work I’ve been
doing, you know, which is to
bring meaningful ritual action
into people’s lives. And I’ve
always dreamed of having a store
like this,” Musante said.

Though summer was slow, she
expects fall to bring more visi-
tors. She said it’s not just the Hal-
loween season — it’s the start of
a spiritual new year in many
earth-based traditions. 

While her space does appeal to
those practicing earth-based spir-
ituality, Musante emphasizes that
the store is inclusive and wel-
comes all backgrounds.

She’s worked with Catholic and
Jewish clients, and people of all
backgrounds.

Musante hopes her shop
becomes not just a retail space,
but a resource for community,
education and self-discovery.

Store Spirit Mercantile is a dream 40 years in the making 
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Spirit Mercantile is a new metaphysical supply store at 17700 W. Capitol
Drive in Brookfield. “No matter what your spiritual path, if there is a form of
ritual in it, and we define ritual as prayer in action, right? So, if there’s a form
of ritual to it, we strive to carry it,” said owner Melissa Musante.
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Pictured from left to right are: Scott Wheeler, Elmbrook School Board president; Caitlin Harrison, Elmbrook director of Food
Service; Beth Dobrzynski, Elmbrook Education Foundation executive director; Pam Angst, Kettle Moraine Garden Club; and
Paddy Kieckhefer, Kettle Moraine Garden Club.

WAUKESHA — This October, the Waukesha Public
Library is inviting the entire community to read, con-
nect, and engage as part of the 2025 Waukesha Reads
program.

“The Seed Keeper” tells the story of Rosalie Iron
Wing, a Dakota woman who returns to her childhood
home in search of connection with her heritage. As she
uncovers her family’s legacy, she begins to understand
the importance of reclaiming Indigenous knowledge
and the sacred role that seeds play in preserving cul-
tural identity.

This year’s keynote event will be Seeds and Stories
with Diane Wilson. Mark your calendars for 6:30 p.m.
Oct. 23, when author Wilson visits the Waukesha Civic
Theatre for Seeds and Stories: A Night with Diane Wil-
son.

Hear firsthand how Wilson weaves together Indige-
nous oral storytelling, her work restoring native seeds,
and the idea that stories themselves are seeds for the
future. The evening includes a Q&A, book signing, and
opportunities to purchase books and refreshments.

Free tickets are available at the Civic Theatre box
office, online at waukeshacivictheatre.org or at the
door the night of the event.

Now in its 19th year, Waukesha Reads is a citywide
initiative designed to bring people together through
shared reading and conversation. Since launching in
2007, the program has introduced the community to
stories that spark dialogue, expand perspectives, and
build connections.

Throughout October, the library is teaming up with
local schools, arts organizations, and businesses to
host a wide range of events — including book discus-
sions, author talks, and themed programs.

Free copies of “The Seed Keeper” and full event cal-
endars are available at the Waukesha Public Library,
321 Wisconsin Ave. You can also pick up a copy at the
Waukesha Farmers Market while supplies last.

All events are free and open to the public — no regis-
tration required unless otherwise noted. To view the
full schedule of events,
visit https://bit.ly/waukeshareads25

For more information, contact the Waukesha Public
Library at 262-524-3682 or stop by in person. 

BROOKFIELD — The Elmbrook
Education Foundation announced the
successful completion of its 2024-2025
fundraising campaign, raising $70,000
to support the Hydroponic Farms
Food & Nutrition Initiative — exceed-
ing its original goal of $65,000, a news
release said. 

“We are so thankful to the entire
Elmbrook Education Foundation and
all of the time they have invested in

supporting our mission to grow our
hydroponic farms to bring more
whole, high-quality food to our stu-
dents and community. This incredible
donation helps us take our vision and
impact to the next level and gives us
the ability to increase our student,
staff and community connection. All
through hydroponic gardening. This
donation will pay dividends for years
to come and help us continue to build

a sustainable food service model for
our students to connect with,” said
Caitlin Harrison, director of Food
Service, Elmbrook Schools, in a state-
ment.

Funds were raised through two
EEF-hosted events — Ladies Night
and Explore STEAM — as well as a
$5,000 grant from the Kettle Moraine
Garden Club, which helped EEF
exceed its fundraising target.

The funds were officially presented
to Harrison during the Elmbrook
School Board meeting on Aug. 12.

Since its founding in 1958, the Elm-
brook Education Foundation has
awarded more than $1.7 million in
scholarships and $845,000 in grants —
helping to fund programs that go
beyond the district’s standard cur-
riculum and budget. 

Vigil
From Page 1A

Word spread about the vigil
online and more people stepped up
to help, including Allie Sweede. 

“I felt a calling to do something
when I saw there wasn’t something
happening,” Sweede said. “My
hope was definitely to bring the
community together at a time of
fear and uncertainty in our world.”

She said people are feeling anx-
ious and nervous in the United
States, as well as locally. Sweede
also felt stirred to action after see-
ing hateful comments and others
mocking Kirk’s death. It was
important for Sweede to help oth-
ers know that there are other like-
minded individuals nearby and
that they are supported.

“They were able to find that
sense of community, they were
able to grieve together,” Sweede
said of people who attended Satur-
day’s vigil.

She also highlighted how both
Barber and she are in their early
20s and that they represent a
younger generation who wants to
do things for their community.

Kirk remembered 
for faith, beliefs  

When Barber addressed the
crowd gathered in the park Satur-
day, she spoke about how Kirk
inspired so many people and he
shared what he believed. She also
appreciated how outspoken he was
about Christ.

She said she started to follow
Kirk about three years ago and
said she was drawn to him for how
he was “very respectful to other

people.” 
“He was so easy to listen to; he

didn’t get super emotional when he
was in debate,” she said. 

Barber also took the time to
acknowledge children who died
recently in a school shooting, the
murder of Iryna Zarutska who was
killed while riding a train in North
Carolina on Aug. 22 and those who
lost their lives on Sept. 11, 2001.

“The killer may have wanted to
silence Charlie’s voice because he
spoke truth, but he did not suc-
ceed. In fact, he did the opposite.
He amplified it. He made Ameri-
cans even louder. He strengthened
Charlie’s voice,” Barber said.

Alderman Matt Rosek, who is
running for mayor of
Oconomowoc, also spoke at the
vigil. He said Kirk’s death “was a
huge turning point in our society.”
He said he was asked to speak by
fellow council member Jennifer
Aultman Kloth who couldn’t be
there, and who is a member of
Turning Point, which was started
by Kirk. 

“As decent people we need to
speak out against the evil that took
his life. Charlie was a good hus-
band, father and leader that
engaged people on all sides of the
political spectrum, and his death is
a loss for our nation,” Rosek said. 

Roxanna Kemppainen said she
attended the vigil “as a fellow
Christian and lover of America
and its core foundation, I was in
awe of his bravery and passion,
and a walker of the talk.

“I was heartbroken, shaken to
my core, to learn of this act of
evil, that took him away from his
little children and his best
friend/wife. I won’t stand back,
safe on the sidelines.”
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Police officers stand watch over a crowd of about 2,000 people who gathered
in memory of Charlie Kirk on Saturday in Oconomowoc.

Waukesha Reads
returns in 

October with 
‘The Seed Keeper’

Elmbrook Education Foundation
awards $70,000 to Hydroponic

Farms Initiative


