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OCONOMOWOC — The Com-
mon Council revisited the housing
type ratio desired for the city dur-
ing its meeting Tuesday after a
large project containing mostly
renter-occupied properties has
been proposed for Pabst Farms.

No action was taken during the
meeting, but aldermen and the
mayor weighed in on the subject.
The council on Feb. 6, 2024, amend-
ed the city’s comprehensive plan
with changes to the housing mix
policy. The ordinance changed the

housing ratio to not drop below
60% for single-family dwellings,
not to exceed 35% for multifamily
dwelling units and not to exceed
5% for duplex units. As it stands
now, the city’s housing ratio is:
59.6% for single-family, 35.6% for
multifamily with condos and 4.8%
for duplex with condos.

During the previous Committee-
of-the-Whole meeting on Dec. 16,
the question was raised whether
condos should be counted as sin-
gle-family units versus multifami-
ly. If the definition would change,
then the current ratios would also
change to 70.2% for single-family

with condos, 28.9% multifamily
and 1% duplex.

“It was mentioned that condo-
miniums should be treated as sin-
gle-family, as they are owner-occu-
pied. Many condos in the city have
a higher value than single-family
homes,” according to meeting doc-
uments.

Alderwoman Jennifer Aultman
Kloth said many residents favor
condos being built in the city over
rental properties because they
worry apartments will decrease
home values and may get run-
down. 

“Condos aren’t going to decrease
or go to shambles,” she said of
their viewpoint. Aultman Kloth
cautioned that she was not in favor
of shifting condos to single-family
in order to allow for more large
renter-occupied developments to
be built.

Alderman Matt Mulder said
what he is hearing from residents
is that they are wary of large hous-
ing buildings getting constructed.
He said they want smaller build-
ings, as opposed to densely popu-
lated buildings. Agreeing with
Mulder, Alderman Charles
Schellpeper said it’s important to
consider what people want
Oconomowoc’s residential areas to
look like. 

“We did the definitions to put a
clamp on it,” he said. “To put a
check onto it, that’s why (the vote)
was 8 to 0. That’s why it’s kind of
crazy now that we are questioning
that.”

Alderwoman Karen Spiegelberg
encouraged the council to keep the
bigger picture in mind.

“I think we are getting too
caught up in the mire and muck of
all of these numbers and ratios

instead of looking at the bigger
picture especially as our borders
are pretty much set right now,” she
said. Spiegelberg also said the
council should consider what peo-
ple want the city to look like and
be like.

Chiming in, Alderman Matt
Rosek said the council doesn’t
need to change the ratio, but
instead can direct developers, such
as Cobalt Partners that wants to
build the mixed-use development
the Harvest in Pabst Farms, to
request a change to the compre-
hensive plan. That way the council
could allow for percentage
changes within the ratio, but not
change the set ratios for the types
of residential living in the city.

“We know it is going to adjust
our ratio a percentage here or
there and we can stick with the
spirit of what we did,” Rosek said. 
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WAUKESHA — The City of
Waukesha Parks, Recreation and
Forestry Department announced
the 41st annual Waukesha Jan-
Boree, presented by Generac, will
run from Friday through Sunday,
Jan. 25. The 10-day winter festival
features more than 40 free activi-
ties for adults and children. This
year’s JanBoree theme is “Out of
This World.”

The Waukesha JanBoree is sure
to stellar this year,” said Recreation
Supervisor Joanna Adamicki.
“We’re bringing back the Laser
Beam Light Show and the space
theme will be woven into fun activi-
ties throughout the festival. You
don’t have to travel to a galaxy far,
far away to take part in all the fun!”  

JanBoree launches with the Blast
Off ! event, sponsored by Citizens
Bank, at Lowell Park, 2201 Michi-
gan Ave., Waukesha. Activities
include a Moon Walk, Asteroid
Shots, Space Darts, a UFO Field,
and more. Attendees can also view
the dramatic ice and snow sculp-
ture, “Ready for Launch,” spon-
sored by Educators Credit Union.

The sculpture features an impres-

sive space shuttle. The heated
Black Hole Beer Garden will
include a DJ, with products avail-
able from Raised Grain Brewing
Co.

Don’t miss the “Out of This
World” fireworks show, sponsored
by Habush Habush & Rottier. Fes-
tivities continue at Lowell Park on
Jan. 17, with the Black Hole Beer
Garden, Rockin’ Universe Trivia
and the Laser Beam Light Show,
sponsored by Prolec-GE Waukesha. 

The first weekend also includes
geocaching, skating, and activities
at Retzer Nature Center and the
planetarium. Throughout the 10
days of JanBoree, participants can
download the Goosechase Scav-
enger Hunt app to play along on
their phones. Prizes will be award-
ed to the top three teams, and one
lucky winner will receive a dia-
mond necklace valued at more than
$4,000, courtesy of Costa’s Fine
Jewelry.

Weekday events include Synchro-
nized Skating, a Zumba Glow Party,
a Milan 2026 Preview, Cookie Deco-
rating, Family Painting, and more.
Participants are encouraged to reg-

ister for the free Learn to Moon-
walk class and join the Galaxy
Glow Walk. The first week wraps
up with Blast Off at the YMCA.

The second weekend is packed
with events such as the Frosty 5K,
an ice sculpting competition and
Out of This World Family Fun. The
Waukesha Public Library will help
visitors prepare for “Your Mars
Vacation,” while Minooka Park
hosts Ice Fishing and the Alaskan
Malamute Weight Pull.

Families can enjoy hands-on fun
at Waukesha County Museum Mak-
ing History. Learn how the sun
drives severe weather at the CBS 58
Solar Force Weather Show with
Chief Meteorologist Drew Bur-
goyne at the Schuetze Rec Center.
Kids won’t want to miss the Pen-
guin Egg Hunt, sponsored by the
Waukesha Sunrise Rotary Club,
where they can search the snow for
candy-filled eggs left behind by Lil’
Chill. The festival concludes with a
Candlelight Hike at Minooka Park
and an Out of This World Concert
and Instrument Petting Zoo.

For a complete schedule of
events, visit JanBoree.org. 

MADISON —  A bill authored by
Rep. Paul Melotik, R-Grafton, and
Sen. Rob Hutton, R-Brookfield, aims
to cut Wisconsin’s tax on overtime
pay to bring it in line with the Inter-
nal Revenue Code as most recently
amended.

A public hearing was held by the
Assembly Committee on Ways and
Means at the State Capitol, on Thurs-
day, for Assembly Bill 461.

The Internal Revenue Code was
amended by the One Big Beautiful
Bill Act (OBBBA) in July 2025 to
allow for an income tax deduction
for a portion of qualified overtime
pay in tax years 2025 through 2028.
The goal of AB 461 is to align Wis-
consin’s state tax law with federal
tax law to minimize differences
between the two.

“We’re aligning with federal defi-
nitions to keep things simple and
ensure there aren’t compliance
headaches for workers or employers
at tax time,” Hutton said in a news
release. “This bill is a practical step
to ensure hard-working Wiscon-
sinites keep more of what they
earn.”

The legislation also includes
guardrails that are consistent with
federal policy, which is to ensure
relief is focused on workers who rely
most heavily on overtime pay.

“When people stay late, pick up
extra shifts, and put in the hours to
keep Wisconsin moving, they
deserve to keep more of what they
earn,” Melotik said in a news release
from his office. “This bill recognizes
the value of hard work and ensures
our tax system does not discourage
workers from stepping up when they
are needed most.”

Under the proposed bill, eligible
overtime compensation reported on

required wage statements would
qualify for the cut. AB 461 caps the
cut at $12,500 per year for individual
filers and $25,000 for joint filers. The
benefit also phases out for taxpayers
with adjusted gross incomes
between $150,000 and $275,000 for
individual filers and between
$300,000 and $550,000 for joint filers,
according to the release.

AB 461 is slightly different from
the changes made under OBBBA, as
it will be a permanent cut as opposed
to having a sunset clause like the
changes made under OBBBA.

“By matching federal standards,

we are keeping this policy straight-
forward and easy to administer,”
Melotik said in his release. “That
means fewer surprises at tax time
and a smoother process for workers,
employers, and tax preparers alike.
Unlike the federal provision, Wis-
consin’s version does not sunset,
making this a long term and mean-
ingful tax cut for hard working Wis-
consinites.”

The next step for AB 461 is for the
Assembly Committee on Ways and
Means to vote on whether or not to
send it to the Legislature, which will
take place Tuesday.

Public hearing held for bill to cut
state income tax on overtime pay
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Legislation co-authored by Sen. Rob Hutton, R–Brookfield, left, speaking, and
Rep. Paul Melotik, R-Grafton, right, to eliminate Wisconsin’s income tax on
overtime earnings received a public hearing in the Assembly Committee on
Ways and Means at the State Capitol on Thursday.

41st annual Waukesha JanBoree 
to be ‘Out of this World’

By Brian Huber
bhuber@conleynet.com

262-513-2674

WAUKESHA — A Hartland woman who made a TikTok
threat against the Arrowhead High School prom and also
threatened workers at a Waukesha animal shelter in May
2022 entered pleas in the cases against her Fri-
day. 

Olivia Kobb, 22, pleaded no contest in two
cases charging her with making terrorist
threats, and saw counts of bail jumping in
both cases dismissed, online court records
show. Kobb also in a 2021 case pleaded no con-
test to disorderly conduct and threatening law
enforcement officers, with a charge of bail
jumping also dismissed there. In addition, as
part of the plea agreement, a case alleging a
discharge of a bodily fluid at public safety workers, bail
jumping and resisting or obstructing police also was dis-
missed, as were a case of unlawful use of a phone and disor-
derly conduct and a case alleging several counts of bail
jumping. 

Kobb is to be sentenced March 26, but has a bail hearing set
for Jan. 21, court records show. A call to her attorney public
defender Maura McMahon was not returned Friday.

Kobb was charged in June 2022 with one count of making
a terrorist threat and another of bail jumping  after an FBI
agent observed a threatening comment made on TikTok, in
which a user posted “Where dat arrowhead prom at we all
are trying to go shoot it up,” on April 11, 2022, a criminal com-
plaint said. Authorities determined that user was Kobb, the
complaint said. Kobb told a deputy that she is a former
Arrowhead student and it was her TikTok account that gen-
erated the message, but she denied making it, a criminal
complaint said.

Kobb also was charged in June 2022 with two more counts
of making terrorist threats and two counts of bail jumping
after incidents at the Humane Animal Welfare Society in
which Kobb allegedly threatened to “put a bullet” into the
head of a volunteer there, and telling others who tried to
remove her, “I can carry a gun, you’re gonna get shot, you’re
gonna die,” that complaint said. 

At the time, Kobb  had open cases, including a 2021 misde-
meanor case where she was charged with making a phone
threat and disorderly conduct after calling Hartland police in
October 2020 saying she wanted her phone back after her
parents confiscated it. She allegedly told a dispatcher she
had a gun and "someone is getting shot" if the police did not
respond, that complaint said. She also has a pending case of
discharging bodily fluids at public safety workers, bail jump-
ing and resisting arrest after a March 2021 incident at a
Waukesha hospital where she slipped out of handcuffs and
fought against officers who tried to restore her restraints,
spitting at one, and trying to bite others there, the complaint
in that case said. In an earlier felony case, also open at the
time, Kobb make threats against police when they showed up
to her home in 2021 to resolve a matter, court records show.

Kobb was discharged this month from the Milwaukee Com-
munity Reintegration Center after serving a sentence there
for fleeing police in a 2003 case, online court records show. 
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Have a news tip?

If you have a news item you would like to see in 
The Freeman, send an email to news@conleynet.com.
Or call 262-513-2657.


