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Department Submitting: Common Council Meeting Date:
Department of Public Works 8/20/2026

Agenda Item Title:

Review and possible action on updates to the Waukesha Municipal Code 6.12 Snow and Ice
Removal from Sidewalks, Curb Ramps, Bus Pads, and Fire Hydrants.

Issue Before the Council:

After comparing other municipalities’ ordinances regarding snow removal and considering a
realistic timeline for enforcement, it is proposed to adjust Ordinance 6.12 to change
requirement for property owners to complete clearing from 12 hours to 24 hours. Additional
changes include adding definitions for sidewalk versus recreational path, updating the
administrative fee from $25 to $50 for repeat violations within the same snow season, and
clarifying responsibilities of property owners that adjoin a public right of way in addition to public
street.

Options & Alternatives:

Updates could be omitted or denied, but the current enforcement process cannot reflect the
ordinance as is currently written without reconfiguring staff schedules for availability within 12
hours of the notice. The City is also currently responsible for properties that adjoin right of ways
and that would continue to be cleared by The City.

Additional Details:
The draft and redline of the 6.12 Ordinance are attached.

What is the Strategic Plan Priority this item relates to:
N/A

What impact will this item have on the Strategic Plan Priority?
N/A




Financial Remarks:
N/A

Recommended Motion:

Move to recommend the proposed updates to 6.12 Snow and Ice Removal from Sidewalks,
Curb Ramps, Bus Pads, and Fire Hydrants to the Ordinance & License Committee.

Reviewed By:

City Attorney Date Reviewed

Brian Running

Finance Director Date Reviewed

Joseph P. Ciurro

City Administrator Date Reviewed

Anthony W. Brown Nmﬁz/m% Browwn 07/21/2026
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6.12 Snow And-and Ice Removal From-from Sidewalks, Curb Ramps, Bus Pads, And
and Fire Hydrants

1. RESPONSIBILITY OF OWNER OR OCCUPANT. (Am. #12-80) The owner, occupant, or
person in charge of each dwetting-orbuitdingparcel of real property in the City
frontlng upon or adjomlng any sfreefpubllc rl,qht of- wav—aﬁd%heﬁvmefeﬁaefserrm

be;of snow and ice to the full width of such sidewalk, and shall remove snow within
a radius of 4 feet of any fire hydrant in such right-of-way so as to allow full access
from the street, within 2442 hours after the snowfall has ceased-to-fatt, and shall

keep the sidewalk free of snow-soastopreventanany accumulation of ice.
“Sidewalk,” as used in this section, includes curb ramps and bus stop pads; but not

bus stops having a shelter, or recreational trails.

1:2. PENALTY. Any person violating subsection (1) shall be subject to forfeiture as
provided in Municipal Code §25.05. If inspection after a citation has been issued
reveals that the violation continues 24 hours after the original citation, the penalty

amount for subsequent citations shall be increased by $50.

2:3. CLEANING BY CITY; ASSESSMENT OF COSTS. (Am. #12-80)

1. (Am. #21-08) (Am. #26-99) (Am. #18-10) The Department of Public Works
shall publish and maintain a Cost Schedule showing the cost torenderthe-of
snow and ice removal services-described in this section. The Department
may amend the Cost Schedule from time to time to reflect anychangesto
the-costitineurscurrent costs. The Cost Schedule shall be maintained on the
City's website and published annually in the official City newspaper.

atitsoption; causethehave the snow and ice fe—be—removed—from—aﬁ*ym

stdewaticwithinthe-City and invoice the cost of such removal asshownon

the-CostScheduteshattbecharged-to the owner of the premisesparcel.-and
ilf payment of the invoice is delinquentunpaidtevied-and-cottected-by-the

Cityeachtotorparcetoftand-the amount will be charged as a special
charge as a special charge against the parcelreatproperty by the City




FreasurerandHinctudedinthecurrentornextpursuant to Wis. Stat. 866.0627.

4:3. Costs under this subsection shall be in addition to any penalty
imposed under subsection (2).Ferthefirstoffenseno-—citation-additionatfees

- = a il raeas A arnHA-S—e ationnm-olkha h o too oo

pumps-from-accumutating-orrthe-sidewatkNo pipes carrying water from building

gutters or sump pumps may be located so that water flowing from them flows onto a

public sidewalk.







6.12 Snow and Ice Removal from Sidewalks, Curb Ramps, Bus Pads, and Fire Hydrants

1.

RESPONSIBILITY OF OWNER OR OCCUPANT. (Am. #12-80) The owner, occupant, or
person in charge of each parcel of real property in the City fronting upon or adjoining
any public right-of-way shall clean the sidewalk within such right-of-way of snow
and ice to the full width of such sidewalk, and shall remove snow within a radius of 4
feet of any fire hydrant in such right-of-way so as to allow full access from the street,
within 24 hours after the snowfall has ceased, and shall keep the sidewalk free of
any accumulation of ice. “Sidewalk,” as used in this section, includes curb ramps
and bus stop pads; but not bus stops having a shelter, or recreational trails.

PENALTY. Any person violating subsection (1) shall be subject to forfeiture as
provided in Municipal Code §25.05. If inspection after a citation has been issued
reveals that the violation continues 24 hours after the original citation, the penalty
amount for subsequent citations shall be increased by $50.

3. CLEANING BY CITY; ASSESSMENT OF COSTS. (Am. #12-80)

1. (Am. #21-08) (Am. #26-99) (Am. #18-10) The Department of Public Works
shall publish and maintain a Cost Schedule showing the cost of snow and ice
removal described in this section. The Department may amend the Cost
Schedule from time to time to reflect current costs. The Cost Schedule shall
be maintained on the City's website and published annually in the official
City newspaper.

2. If snow and ice are not cleaned from sidewalks as required by this section,
the City mayhave the snow and ice removed and invoice the cost of such
removal to the owner of the parcel. If payment of the invoice is delinquent the
amount will be charged as a special charge as a special charge against the
parcelpursuant to Wis. Stat. §66.0627..

3. Costs under this subsection shall be in addition to any penalty imposed
under subsection (2).

4. OWNER'S RESPONSIBILITY REGARDING DISCHARGE OF WATER. No pipes carrying

water from building gutters or sump pumps may be located so that water flowing
from them flows onto a public sidewalk.


https://waukesha.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances#name=6.12_Snow_And_Ice_Removal_From_Sidewalks,_Curb_Ramps,_Bus_Pads,_And_Fire_Hydrants



