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Dogs
From Page 1A

Running noted the city has
“not infrequent issues with
dogs attacking pedestrians
and people walking their
dogs.”

“I can testify to that per-
sonally, from any number of
times it’s happened to me,
and if a dog does attack, let’s
say another dog, the veteri-

nary bills can be pretty
extensive. It’s not something
that’s just a minor matter.
It’s like littering. We want
this to stop,” he said.

The goal, Running added,
is to “get the attention of the
dog owners that have been
somewhat scofflaws in the
past and have not taken rea-
sonable efforts to control
their animals.”

The city wants people to
keep their dogs leashed and

behind fences. “We do not
want them running out and
attacking people and dogs,
and we want them to under-
stand that we’re very seri-
ous about this.”

The ordinance mirrors
Wisconsin statute 174.02(2).
The first offense could bring
a fine between $50 and
$2,500, depending on the
severity of the incident. If
an owner already had notice
that their dog caused dam-
age before and it happens
again, the fine could rise to
between $200 and $5,000.

“This is intended to be an
eye-opener,” Running said.
“This is intended to get the

attention of dog owners that
are not controlling their ani-
mals properly.”

Alderperson Dale
Matthews asked how the
ordinance would be
enforced. “This would be at
the discretion of law
enforcement at that point.
So this is just going through
and law enforcement would
have the discretion whether
or not a citation would be
issued?”

“Correct,” Running re-
plied. “That is always the
case.”

Running said that the ordi-
nance only addresses munic-
ipal penalties and does not

change existing civil liabili-
ties under state law. If a dog
bites a person, the county
typically becomes involved.
If a dog “bites your dog or
you personally, you also have
small claims.”

“There’s civil liability,”
Running said. “That’s sec-
tion 174.02(1) — it says that
dog owners are liable for
100% of the damages that
their dogs cause. And again,
if your dog has done it once
before and you’re on notice
that your dog might do this,
you’re responsible for dou-
ble the actual damages your
dog causes.”

“If you do have an attack

and end up with a $15,000 vet
bill,” he said, “the law says
that the owner is responsi-
ble for that.”
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Waukesha Reads
is an event hosted
by the Waukesha
Public Library.
This year’s 
featured book is 
“The Seed Keeper”
by Diane Wilson.

Sarah Whiting photo

Diane Wilson, author of “The Seed Keeper,” is the featured author at this
year’s Waukesha Reads event.
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WAUKESHA — As artificial
intelligence tools become increas-
ingly embedded in everyday tech-
nology, school districts are empha-
sizing ethical use, cultural shift
and staff training. 

The Hamilton School District
recently emailed parents the steps
to integrate the technology into
student learning in a safe and
responsible way. In a letter sent to
families, Superintendent Paul
Mielke outlined the district’s new
approach to AI use, highlighting a
phased roll-out plan for students in
grades 5 through 12, along with
clear guardrails focused on securi-
ty, educational value and human
connection. The district selected
Gemini, Google’s AI platform, as

its official tool for both staff and
student use.  

“By standardizing on Gemini,
we can provide guided access to AI
in a controlled environment that
supports learning while protecting
student data and privacy,” the let-
ter explained.

During the 2024-25 school year,
the School District of Waukesha
updated its Academic Honesty pol-
icy to include language regarding
AI and generative tools such as
ChatGPT.

The policy states: “Artificial
Intelligence/Natural Language
Processing Tools are rapidly
becoming integrated into our digi-
tal world, and students will
increasingly encounter and utilize
them. Students are required to
develop their own knowledge,
skills, and understanding of
course material. While students

may generally use AI/NLP tools
within the school setting, they
must do so in an ethical and
responsible way, clearly acknowl-
edging/citing when AI has been
used as a critical component of the
completed work.”

District officials say AI repre-
sents not just a technology shift,
but a cultural one.

“SDW believes that the use of AI
is not just a technology shift, but
more so a cultural shift,” the dis-
trict stated. “With this cultural
shift underway, it is our stance
that we must learn to live with and
utilize the tools meaningfully, and
we must teach students how to use
these tools ethically, productively,
and intelligently.”

According to the district, AI
tools are already built into many of
the platforms used daily by stu-
dents and staff. “Suggesting that
students will never and should
never utilize these tools is short-
sighted,” the statement continued.
“Instead, we hold the belief that
educating students to ethically use
these tools productively and cre-
atively is the most appropriate

solution.”
Both last year and this year, the

SDW has focused on helping staff
and students learn how to use AI
in an “ethical and responsible
way.” Professional development
sessions have answered the ques-
tion of: “How do we embrace AI
usage while still valuing the criti-
cal thinking, productivity, and con-
tent knowledge required to
encourage learning?”

Members of the Instructional
Technology Coordinator team said
the district is continuing to build a
strong foundation for AI integra-
tion.

“The AI revolution is still in its
infancy, and the tools are evolving
at an unprecedented pace. As a
District, we recognize the ongoing
responsibility we have to help both
staff and students learn to use
these technologies effectively and
responsibly. While we have already
provided training opportunities,
our work continues as we strength-
en our foundation and deepen
understanding across the District. 

“Our focus is on building skills
to support staff and student use of

AI while continuing to value the
human interaction that is at the
heart of teaching and learning.
With that in mind, the School Dis-
trict of Waukesha has clarified —
through our policy and statements
— the direction forward in respon-
sibly integrating artificial intelli-
gence in the education of our stu-
dents,” the district said.

Meanwhile, nearby Arrowhead
Union High School District Super-
intendent Conrad Farner said
Arrowhead administrators and
teachers have attended confer-
ences to learn about AI, as well as
kept up with professional litera-
ture on the topic.  

“We are working with our teach-
ers so they are becoming more
familiar with the benefits and
risks of AI, but it is truly a work in
progress. We are continuously
looking at ways to improve in the
areas of curriculum, instruction,
and assessment, all of which could
involve using AI tools, if/when
appropriate,” he said. “We are
deliberate and thorough when
examining the appropriate use of
any and all educational tools.   Our
Curriculum Committee has a lot
on its plate, and at some point, AI
will likely be a topic.  We are keep-
ing our eyes and ears open, and
using a critical lens, as we learn
about AI and how it can potential-
ly improve student outcomes and
help us be more efficient.”  

Waukesha County school districts take 
measured approach to AI use in classrooms 

Emphasis placed on 
ethical use, training for staff  

By Summer Fisher
sfisher@conleynet.com 

WAUKESHA — The annual
Waukesha Reads program contin-
ues this week with a full lineup of
events celebrating literature, cul-
ture, and community. Featured
tonight is a keynote appearance by
author Diane Wilson. Later this
month, there will be a cabaret per-
formance, film screening, writers’
workshop, and scholar discussion.

The keynote event, “Seeds and
Stories: A Night with Diane Wil-
son,” takes place at 6:30 p.m. today
at the Waukesha Civic Theatre. 

Wilson is the author of “The Seed
Keeper,” this year’s Waukesha
Reads selection.

“Weaving together the voices of
four indelible women, ‘The Seed
Keeper’ is a beautifully told story of
reawakening, of remembering our
original relationship to the seeds
and, through them, to our ances-
tors,” reads a description of the
book.

Wilson has published five award-
winning books. She also carries the
2022 Minnesota Book Award for Fic-
tion. 

Her background includes being a
former executive director for
Dream of Wild Health, an Indige-
nous nonprofit farm, and the Native
American Food Sovereignty
Alliance, a national coalition of
tribes and organizations that work
to create sovereign food systems for
Native people. She is currently

enrolled on the Sicangu Oyate
(Rosebud) reservation in South
Dakota and is also a Mdewakanton
descendant. 

She resides near the St. Croix
River in Minnesota, where she
takes care of an Indigenous seed
garden, native perennials for polli-
nators and a Tamarack bog. 

Wilson, a Dakota writer, educator,
and environmental advocate, will
share insights into the cultural and
historical importance of Indige-
nous oral storytelling and her work
with Native organizations in restor-
ing seeds at tonight’s event.

She’ll also explain why, as she
puts it, our stories are seeds for the
future. A Q&A and book signing
will follow Wilson’s presentation,
and refreshments and copies of her
books will be available for pur-
chase. 

Tickets for the keynote are free
and can be picked up at the Civic
Theatre box office, online at
waukeshacivictheatre.org, or at the
door.

The celebration of reading con-
tinues Friday with “Sips, Songs and
Cinema: Cabaret & Green and
Gold” at the Waukesha Public
Library, beginning at 6 p.m. 

The after-hours event will feature
Wisconsin beer, wine and snacks
while experiencing the Waukesha
Reads Cabaret, inspired by “The
Seed Keeper,” performed by Can-
dace Decker and Phil Smith.

After the performance, attendees
can enjoy a screening of the inde-

pendent 2025 film “Green and
Gold,” introduced virtually by film-
makers Davin and Anders Lindwall. 

Filmed in Door County, the 105-
minute unrated movie tells the
story of a struggling dairy farmer
who bets everything on the Green
Bay Packers to save his farm and
stars Craig T. Nelson. 

The library doors will close
promptly at 6 p.m. and no one will
be admitted after that time. All
attendees must be 21 or older and
show a valid ID upon entry. Register
on WaukeshaReads.org 

Programming continues into next
week with The Choice of Voice: A
Writers’ Workshop led by author
Kathie Giorgio, founder of the All-
Writers’ Workplace & Workshop. 

The session will run from 10:30
a.m. to noon on Monday at the
Waukesha Public Library and
invites fiction and nonfiction writ-
ers to explore the role of voice in
their craft. 

Later that evening, at 6:30 p.m., a
book discussion of “The Seed Keep-
er” will take place at the Retzer
Nature Center, S14-W28167 Madison
St., hosted in collaboration with the
Retzer Nature Center Book Club.

The month concludes with a
Scholar Panel at 6:30 p.m. Wednes-
day, Oct. 30 at the Waukesha Public
Library, where local scholars Marin
Denning, John Kasparek, and Ellyn
Lem will examine “The Seed Keep-
er” through the lenses of American
Indian Studies, history, and English
literature.

Waukesha Reads is financially
supported by We Energies Founda-
tion, Waukesha Rotary Club and the
Waukesha Public Library.

Waukesha Reads events 
run through October

Keynote appearance is 
tonight, cabaret is Friday
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