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Alice Austen, author of “33 Place Brug-
mann.”

Photos courtesy of Waukesha Public Library

The Waukesha Public Library announced the
2026 Waukesha Reads title as “33 Place Brug-
mann” by Alice Austen.

262-542-2500
Hours: Monday to Friday  9 a.m.- 4 p.m.

801 N. Barstow St., P.O. Box 7,
Waukesha, WI 53187

A Trusted News Source Since 1859

The FREEMAN

CONTACTS
Publisher & Editor-in-Chief - Bill Yorth

byorth@conleynet.com  . . . . . . .262-513-2671
Advertising - David Sherman  . . . .262-513-2621 

dsherman@conleynet.com
Local News - Karen Pilarski  . . . . .262-513-2657

news@conleynet.com
Sports - Dave Radcliffe  . . . . . . . .262-513-2655

dradcliffe@conleynet.com
Letters to the Editor - letters@conleynet.com
Obituaries - obits@conleynet.com
Fax: 262-542-2015
CLASSIFIEDS: 262-306-5000  
conleyclass@conleynet.com

LEGAL NOTICES: 262-306-5028  
freemanlegals@conleynet.com

PHOTO REPRINTS
Color reprints are $25 each - call 262-542-2500

PAGE REPRINTS
Go to www.gmtoday.com/reprints

Published Tuesday-Saturday except legal holidays
and January 2, Saturday before Memorial Day,
July 5, Saturday before Labor Day, Friday after
Thanksgiving, December 26.
Postmaster, send address changes to:
The Freeman, P.O. Box 7, Waukesha WI 53187-0007
Periodicals Postage paid at Waukesha 53186  
USPS 669740
ISSN 1062-9041

Subscription Rates
• In-county mail
13 weeks..........$76.50
26 weeks.............$147
52 weeks.............$282

• Out-of-county mail
13 weeks...............$96
26 weeks.............$189
52 weeks.............$372

In-County EZ Buy
.....$23 per month
credit card (autopay)

Out-of-County EZ Buy
.....$30.50 per month
credit card (autopay)

E-edition 
......$14.75 a month
credit card (autopay)

Call our circulation department
to subscribe at 262-542-2500
or log-on to www.gmtoday.com/subscribe

IN MEMORIAM (1943-2020)
James E. Conley Jr.

•                          •

Photo courtesy of Waukesha County Executive’s Office

WAUKESHA — Waukesha County Department of Public Works crew members work on a county road on
Wednesday. Crews have been starting earlier than usual this week to beat the heat.
“We encourage people to visit our parks and beaches to cool off, we even have plenty of golfers hitting the
links,” said Waukesha County Public Information Officer Hillary Mintz.

MENOMONEE FALLS — Two Menomonee Falls residents are being
recognized for their heroism during an incident at the Menomonee
River last summer.

Menomonee Falls High School student Casey Gerek, 17, and Falls
police officer Matthew Curran, 34, were recently named Carnegie
Medal recipients. Named after philanthropist Andrew Carnegie, the
Carnegie Hero Fund recognizes individuals who risk death or serious
injury to an extraordinary degree saving or attempting to save the
lives of others, according to the Carnegie Hero Fund website. 

On Aug. 11, 2025, Paul Gerek, 60, and his son Casey were walking
their dog near the flooded Menomonee River, according to a Carnegie
Hero Fund news release. The dog entered the river after its leash
broke. Paul believed he could reach the dog but instead fell into the
river and was submerged up to his neck. As Paul clung to a tree
branch to avoid being swept away by the current, Casey moved to the
water’s edge to help his father. Casey also fell into the water, became
submerged up to his neck and held onto a tree branch next to his
father. A woman heard the two shouting for help and called 911,
according to the release. 

According to the release:
Police and fire personnel arrived and began rescue efforts using

ropes. They succeeded in rescuing Paul Gerek, but Casey Gerek con-
tinued to struggle in the current. The branch Casey Gerek was holding
onto and the rope both snapped, and he was carried further down-
stream. Two officers drove downstream to get ahead of him and
stopped near an opening in the riverbank. 

As Casey Gerek drifted within reach, one of the officers, Curran,
entered the river and grabbed Casey Gerek’s right hand. The two were
immediately swept about 100 feet downstream from where Curran had
entered, according to the release. Still holding Casey Gerek, Curran
reached a low-hanging branch from a downed tree with one hand. He
pulled Casey Gerek toward the brush and held him there while calling
out so the other officers could locate them. 

Curran and the other officers worked together to move Casey Gerek
to the opposite side of the branch into shallow water, according to the
release. After officers assisted Casey Gerek, Curran climbed over the
branch himself. Casey Gerek vomited water he had ingested and was
carried by Curran, other officers and responding fire personnel to an
access road, where they waited for an ambulance. 

Rescue personnel also attended to Paul Gerek, who had sustained
bruises and ingested water. The Gereks were both treated at a hospital
— Casey for minor hypothermia — and released after several hours.
The family dog was later found alive near the family vehicle in the
nearby parking lot. 

Curran was uninjured. 

WAUKESHA — Waukesha Public
Library announced the 2026 Waukesha
Reads title as “33 Place Brugmann” by
Alice Austen.

Free copies of the novel and event cal-
endars will be available at Waukesha Pub-
lic Library starting Tuesday, Sept. 8. Com-
munity events celebrating the book and
its themes will take place throughout
October as part of the annual Waukesha
Reads program. This year also marks the
20th anniversary of Waukesha Reads, a
news release said.

Set in a Brussels apartment building at
the outbreak of World War II, “33 Place
Brugmann” follows a diverse group of
neighbors as they navigate wartime
alliances, shifting loyalties, and extraordi-
nary acts of courage during the Nazi
occupation of Belgium.

Alice Austen is an American novelist,
playwright and screenwriter. She received
the John Cassavetes Award for her debut
film, “Give Me Liberty,” has been a resi-
dent playwright at London’s Royal Court

Theatre, and previously lived on Place
Brugmann in Brussels. “33 Place Brug-
mann” is her first novel. Austen lives in
Milwaukee and is currently working on a
new film and her next book, the release
said.

“Since 2007, Waukesha Public Library
has led Waukesha Reads — a community-
wide reading initiative meant to broaden
the understanding of our world, our com-
munities, and ourselves through the joy of
sharing a good book. The Library is proud
to collaborate with a wide range of local
partners, including educational institu-
tions, arts organizations, and area busi-
nesses to offer this dynamic program to
our community. A variety of events and
book discussions will be offered through-
out October to reflect different perspec-
tives and to inspire conversation and dis-
covery,” the release said. 

For more information about Waukesha
Reads, contact the Waukesha Public
Library at 262-524-3682 or visit the library
at 321 Wisconsin Ave.

By Katherine Beck
kbeck@conleynet.com

Oconomowoc may be known for its walka-
bility and bike ability, but city staff is
reminding residents that bikes and scooters
cannot be ridden on downtown sidewalks.
This week, signs were posted alerting resi-
dents of such.

“The new signs were done in part due to
many complaints from downtown business
owners and patrons about bikes, scooters,
etc. riding on sidewalks and the safety issue
associated with that,” Mayor Matt Rosek
said. 

The city has an ordinance that forbids
bikes on sidewalks outside of residential
areas.

“Enforcement is the issue.  It is difficult to
pull a bike, scooter or e-bike over in the
downtown,” he said.

Rosek said he asked city staff and the
Police Department to start work to revise
the city ordinance to better address the con-
cerns. To do that, they are reviewing ordi-
nances proposed in neighboring communi-
ties. In addition, changes are being explored
that would better define bikes and scooters,
including electronic versions, and where
their use on a sidewalk would be prohibited.

The intent, Rosek said, is to take a holistic
approach to reviewing and redefining the
ordinance.

Other Waukesha County communities,
including the Town of Delafield, Waukesha
and Hartland are considering implementing
ordinances addressing the usage of
e-bikes and e-scooters.

The conversation regarding e-bikes and e-
scooters has heated up among area resi-

dents. Rosek said his Facebook post about
the use of the bikes and scooters on down-
town sidewalks has resulted in thousands of
views and many comments, including from
Jon Shearer, who said, “I think the e-bikes
should have a city or state issued license
plate. Maybe even an educational class on
riding safety and etiquette. Personally, I’m
just happy to see kids outside.”

Another person commented that it might
not be safe for kids to ride bikes on the street
in high-traffic areas like the downtown area.
In those incidences, she suggested kids walk
their bikes along the downtown sidewalks. 

Michelle Johnson-Kruger said parents
who buy e-bikes and e-scooters for their kids
should teach them how to ride them safely
and respectfully. 

“Pedestrians should have the right-of-way
on our downtown sidewalks. Sadly, it’s a
select few who have forced other cities to
create ‘no ride’ or ‘walk your bike’ zones in
busy downtown areas,” she wrote. “I
applaud you and the City for taking the time
to educate riders and give people an oppor-
tunity to correct their behavior. Hopefully
the signs work, but sadly I suspect enforce-
ment may ultimately be necessary to keep
pedestrians safe.”

The suggestion of creating bike lanes was
also raised by some commenters.

“There’s no way around downtown on a
bicycle. The roads are full of cars parked
along the side. And there’s lots of traffic
obviously. I guess my question is why is
there no bike lanes?” said Chad Scheifen.
“There’s one coming down Summit Avenue
and then it disappears after Armour Road.
No bike lanes around Fowler Lake and defi-
nitely no bike lanes through downtown.” 

No bikes, scooters allowed on downtown Oconomowoc sidewalks

Katherine Beck/Freeman Staff

One of the signs recently posted in downtown
Oconomowoc reminding people that bikes, scooters
and e-bikes are not allowed on downtown sidewalks.
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