


What is Shared Revenue?



Five Eras of Shared Revenue

Return to Origin Shared Taxes Shared
Revenue

Shared
Revenue &

Targeted Aid
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Supplemental
Aid



Key Figures

Gov. Robert La Follette Charles Van Hise Gov. Francis McGovern

Kossuth Keenan Nils Haugen T.S. Adams



The 'Return to Origin' Era |  1911-1971

The Debate
•
•

The Design

Revenue Allocation |
70-20-10

Credentialism
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Pat Lucey (D) Marty Schrieber (D) Tony Earl (D)



Shared Taxes & Shared Revenue | 1971-1985

1977: Legislature creates
Joint Finance Committee

Initially linked to total tax
collections

Dedication of percentage
of taxes to local
government eliminated

1985: Automatic Funding
is eliminated (Earl-Risser-
Loftus)

Shared Revenue
becomes an allocation

Attempt to fine-tune
distributions

Tax based equalization
becomes dominant

1971 Switch
•

•
•

•

•

•



Shared Revenue & Targeted Aid | 1986-2003

Legislative Control

•
•

•

•

Moderate Funding Growth

•
•
•

Targeted Aid Programs

•

•
•



Shared Revenue Cuts

Gov. Jim Doyle

•
•

•
•

•
•

•

Gov. Scott Walker

•
•
•

•
•

•



Five Eras of Shared Revenue

Return to Origin Shared Taxes Shared
Revenue

Shared
Revenue &

Targeted Aid

Shared
Revenue &

Supplemental
Aid

Gov. Tony Evers Rep. Robin Vos Sen. Devin LeMahieu

Mayor Cavalier Johnson
Johnson

County Executive David
Crowley

Lobbying Interests



Shared Revenue + Supplemental Aid | 2023

Funding

•

•

•

Winners

•
•
•

Losers

•









Green Bay vs. Waukesha

Metric Green Bay Waukesha
Median Home Value ($)

Total Assessed Value ($ Billions)

Population

Assessed Value Per Capita ($)

Population per $1M Assessed Value

Median Home Value as % of per-capita assessed

2024 Shared Revenue

2024 Shared Rev per Capita ($)

$207,200

8.65

107,994

$80,092

12.49

258.7%

$20,737,467

$192

$315,500

9.07

71,390

$126,982

7.88

248.46%

$5,093,543

$71

2024 US Census Bureau data provided by LFB; 2024 Shared Revenue data provided by DOR



The Future

Reliance on Referendums Regional Inequality Public Safety Pressure Competition of Interests
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