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Congress needs to act
To the editor:
Last month The Associated Press

reported that the Justice Department
has settled pardoned criminal
Michael Flynn’s lawsuit for roughly
$1.2 million. This, after he pleaded
guilty to lying to the FBI.

Late last year, the U.S. Senate
passed a bill, signed into law, that per-
mits senators to sue for $500,000 if
their phone data was sought or
obtained without them being notified.
The measure, retroactive to 2022, was
part of the bill used to end the 43-day
shutdown, The Hill reported.  (This
provision was inserted because the
FBI had examined the length of some
phone calls made and the numbers
called from  Jan. 4 to Jan. 7, 2021,
before, during and after the Jan. 6
riots.  No content was recorded; these
weren’t “tapped” conversations.)  Our
Senator Johnson and our Representa-
tive Fitzgerald voted for this law
allowing senators to sue the federal
government.

The president has filed two claims
against the government: one for $230
million claiming compensation due
him for the investigation of his mis-
handling of classified documents,
and one for $10 billion claiming
amounts due him for a leak of his tax
returns years ago which he alleges
damaged his reputation.  Previously,
the government refused to pay dam-
ages for such claims but now is dis-
cussing settlement with him. $10 bil-
lion equals about 2/3 of the IRS annu-
al budget.  

In March, I contacted our congress-
man to indicate my concern about
these matters, and about Congress’
lack of oversight of the executive
branch. His office responded by indi-
cating it will look into it.  

So Congress permits, without over-

sight, the administration to receive
foreign gifts and favors, impound
funds, run up huge deficits, conduct
foreign military action, gut federal
agencies, destroy buildings, and con-
duct self-dealing settlements, all
while the administration refuses to
enforce the Epstein disclosure law
and bashes judges and foreign allies.

Unbelievable!  Congress needs to
act!

Robert Storm
Summit

Celebrate libraries and
library professionals

To the editor:
This week is National Library

Week, a time to celebrate the valuable
role libraries and library profession-
als play in our community. The theme
this year, “Find Your Joy,” has led me
to reflect on what brings me joy about
our library and the services we pro-
vide. I’m very proud of the work we
do here, and one of my greatest joys
is sharing the meaningful impact that
Waukesha Public Library has on the
community. 

Take a look at how the library
makes Waukesha a better place to live
and learn: 

■ Access: The library loaned more
than 1 million physical and digital
items last year, connecting readers,
learners, and families with the
resources they rely on and enjoy. 

■ A vibrant, welcoming place:
The library welcomed 311,246 visitors
into a space designed for studying,
gathering, and finding inspiration. 

■ Programs that matter: More
than 48,000 people took part in
library programs, from early literacy
storytimes for our youngest users to
Memory Cafés for those living with

dementia and their caregivers. 
■ Studio 321 success: The

library’s Makerspace continues to
thrive as a center for innovation and
hands-on learning. With tools like 3D
printers, a Glowforge laser cutter,
recording studios, sewing machines,
and art supplies, it welcomed 5,998
visitors last year. 

Waukesha Public Library is fortu-
nate to have a professional, dedicated,
and welcoming staff, along with
strong support from our Friends
group and the community. I’m grate-
ful to everyone who helps make the
library such a remarkable place. 

If you haven’t visited the library in
a while, now is the perfect time to
come back. Stop in to explore the
23,421 new items we added to our col-
lections last year. If you don’t have a
library card, we’d love to get you
signed up! Take advantage of our
Explore Passes to visit a local attrac-
tion, explore the Seed Library and
plant something new in your garden,
and don’t forget that the Summer
Library Program starts June 1. I hope
you’ll stop by and experience all the
library has to offer. 

Bruce Gay
Director

Waukesha Public Library

Spring cleaning 
on highways

Just want to express my sincere
appreciation to all the Waukesha
County workers who have been clean-
ing up all the garbage along Inter-
state 94. It has truly made a differ-
ence in how our county looks and
feels for all those passing through.
Thank you for all your hard work! I
know there was a lot to pick up.

— Eileen Micklitz, Waukesha

Climate article
Kathleen Rogers’ piece on “Climate

education makes economic sense”
(April 15) was actually in itself mise-
ducation. The fact is that for decades
now climate alarmist groups have
been spreading climate crisis dogma
irrespective of what data has been
telling us, especially as it pertains to

attribution of severe weather events.
They even have a ready-made organi-
zation, Covering Climate Now, that
feeds misinformation to new outlets.
What Ms. Rogers and her ilk really
want is not a proper discussion on
the science, where all views are aired,
but the ability to indoctrinate their
biased opinions on the subject of cli-
mate change that ignore the true, ver-
ifiable science.

— David Herro, Hartland

Torinus column
Thank you, John Torinus, for

explaining why the University of
Wisconsin Board of Regents, all
appointed by Gov. Tony Evers, fired
UW President Jay Rothman, some-
thing they refused to do. I now under-
stand that Rothman was fired for vio-
lating two core principles of
Democrats: He tried to reduce the

operating cost of the UW System by
closing eight of the two-year colleges
with the smallest enrollments and he
tried to comply with the law regard-
ing the diversity, equity and inclusion
bias in the UW System. Now, as Tori-
nus celebrates the election of Chris
Taylor to the Wisconsin Supreme
Court, a step closer to Wisconsin
becoming a “bright blue state” could
he advise which “Bright Blue State”
Wisconsin should emulate? Is it Cali-
fornia, New York, Illinois or ?

— Dick Zirbel, Waukesha
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President Donald Trump, a very
angry man, must get up every morn-
ing having figured out 1. How to turn
off another segment of people in the
country and across the world, and 2.
How to further screw up the U.S. and
world economies.

His latest round of insulting behav-
ior and words has been directed at
Pope Leo and the 1.2 billion Catholics
around the world. Now, how dumb is
that politically? He accuses Pope Leo
of being soft on crime, but the pope is
not in law enforcement; he’s a leader
and spokesman for the best beliefs of
Christianity. 

Beyond narcissism, Trump cares
not a whit about what other people
think or feel about his leadership. He
cares only about himself, every day,
every hour of the day. I run into many
Americans of all stripes who are sick-
ened by his erratic and insulting
words and behaviors.

His approval percentages on a good
number of polls are down into the 30s,
a record low, but more tellingly, some
polls have him at 50% “strongly disap-
prove.” In short, they don’t just dis-
agree with him, they despise him.

Let us count the huge swaths of
Americans for whom his anger and
disrespect have inspired their reverse
anger aimed at him:

18 million American veterans —
He has referred to deceased American
heroes as “suckers and losers.” He
promised to keep Americans out of
foreign wars, but has reversed 180
degrees. He is now a wartime presi-
dent. His attacks and wars are dis-
tractions from his domestic failures. 

Existing armed services — He has
surely turned off many of the 1.3 mil-
lion Americans currently serving in
the military. His macho secretary of
“War” has fired their top generals and
admirals without cause. He has sent
soldiers, sailors and Marines into
harm’s way in an unwinnable war in
the Middle East.

Damage to the economy — His
obsession with tariffs has inflicted
damage on millions of small and
medium-sized businesses, even as he
threw favors to the billionaires in
America. Big parts of the economy
are in recession, including manufac-

turing and agriculture. 
Lower affordability — With the

exception of eggs, consumers face
climbing prices on most products.
Inflation has held stubbornly at more
than 3% and is headed higher. Tariffs
and wars drive prices north. 

Disregard for women —  Many
women who sided with him in his
first election have reconsidered and
are voting against any down-ballot
candidates associated with him. 

MAGA defections — Trump is los-
ing MAGA supporters who proclaim
to be “America first.” Regime change
in countries like Venezuela and Iran
are the antithesis of putting Ameri-
can domestic interest as a priority.

Disrespect around the world —
The term “ugly American” was once
used to mock the manners of some
Americans traveling abroad. Now the
term is used to describe the crass,
immoral and un-Christian values
espoused from the Oval Office and
often shouted out on his Truth Social
platform. 

Once close allies — Leaders of
many foreign countries, especially in
Europe, now regard our president as a
problem to be dealt with, no longer a
reliable partner.

Families, friends of immigrants
— The hard reality is that America
needs immigrants. Because of
sharply falling birth rates in the
country, we need young workers,
including legal immigrants of all
stripes. Truth be told, we also need
the illegal immigrants who have been
here for years as law-abiding, taxpay-
ing residents. Give them green cards,
but no citizenship. Their children
born here need to be citizens. We
must value them as U.S.-educated con-
tributors. 

ICE abuses — The nasty tactics of
Immigration and Customs Enforce-
ment agents have targeted brown peo-

ple. That has angered Hispanics, and
they are expressing their displeasure
in polls and at the ballot box.

University people — His broad
attacks on colleges and universities
and his budget cuts for research have
alienated some of our best and bright-
est on campuses. Alumnae are also
turned off. Innovation and critical
thinking have been set back by his
attacks and defunding.

Promotion of violence — The
angry words from the White House
create an atmosphere where violence
is condoned. The tactics of his ICE
enforcers amplify and promulgate for
violence. Most Americans want peace
in their lives. They will vote against
cruelty, rights violations and demean-
ing language.

The Fourth Estate — Most Ameri-
can leaders and citizens highly value
our free press and free speech. Trump
attacks on reporters in general and
commentators in particular who sim-
ply disagree with his policies make
them “enemies of the people.” Smart
politicians know better than to get
into fights with people who buy their
ink by the barrel and who have access
to the airwaves.

Let’s sum this up. Great leaders use
their words and actions to unite the
country in a common understanding
of who we are and where we are
going as a nation. Trump is the ulti-
mate divider. He thinks dividing us
gives him an electoral advantage. He’s
wrong about that.

Americans may disagree on individ-
ual issues, but they want consensus
and solidarity on our fundamental
beliefs. They want all segments of the
economy to work together to create
mutual prosperity. They want us and
our neighbors to be prosperous. They
want us to be satisfied with our lives.

The very angry man at the top is
fomenting ill will, not solidarity.

Is there anybody out there who
Trump hasn’t turned off in some
manner?

(John Torinus is retired CEO of Seri-
graph Inc. in West Bend and blogs reg-
ularly at www.johntorinus.com.)

Trump turns off more voters every week

JOHN
TORINUS

Here’s a rule that holds up almost every single time,
across our state and across the country: The more
screwed up a local community is, the more liberal its
local government. Seriously. You can track this any-
where.

We can start in Waukesha County. Some local com-
munities have less crime, better schools, better quali-
ty of life, less shoplifting, less homelessness, etc.,
than others. Take all the communities in the county
and track them from best to worst on these criteria.
The best will have staunch conservative leaders and
the laggards will be led by moderates, or worse, left-
ies.

You can do it anywhere around here. Try it in Wash-
ington County. It works dead-on perfectly in Racine
County. Ditto for Sheboygan County and certainly for
Milwaukee County. 

* * *

I’m back after spending the past four months in
Florida (which has become my annual routine). When
I meet people down there and tell them I’m from Mil-
waukee, I’m invariably asked, “What’s it like?” or,
“How is it up there?” After getting past the usual stuff
about the weather, and the inevitable explanation that
Milwaukee is not in Minnesota or Michigan, I get to
the real bottom line.

I tell them there are lots of good things but also a
whole lot of problems. But then I point out, “We’re
nowhere near as bad as Chicago or Seattle or San
Francisco or places like that.”

And, we’re not. Those once great cities have degen-
erated into urban hellholes of crime, empty office
towers and abandoned retail sites, massive homeless-
ness, rampant shoplifting, street takeovers, and crash-
ing property values.

Milwaukee has all of those things too. It’s just not
as bad. But we’re trending the wrong way. The differ-
ences is the crashing cities are all led by radicals. Mil-
waukee is led by less radicalized but still addled and
clueless liberals.

You can track this all over the country in the same
way I did earlier in the column with communities
here in Wisconsin. The cities that are led by quasi-
Marxists are dying a rapid death. Those that are led
by doctrinaire liberals (but not actual socialists) are
also in decline but not as bad. The ones led by moder-
ates (Dallas, Raleigh, N.C., San Diego, etc.) are doing
pretty good albeit with some issues. And the U.S.
cities that are led by officials just to the right of mod-
erates (there are no cities run by actual conserva-
tives) are pretty much thriving (a lot of the cities in
Florida, along with Scottsdale, Arizona, Indianapolis,
Salt Lake City). 

Here’s a good barometer: When you see the list of
cities retirees want to move to, they are almost all led
by rather conservative leaders.

* * * 

All of the above brings me to my point. Milwaukee
is trending the wrong way. The leftist leaders are mov-
ing toward the Marxists. The crime problem is clearly
worsening but the response has been to soften up the
response.

Milwaukee Police Chief Jeffrey Norman (well-
meaning but utterly unable to stand up to leftist offi-
cials) has just issued a policy banning most police foot
pursuits. Good grief. Bad guys (and girls) up to no
good will simply run away from cops rather than stick
around to let the police figure out what trouble they
are up to. Disrespect for police will become the default
position.

It’s essentially defunding the police without actual-
ly taking away their money. Back in the ’90s, crime in
the U.S. crashed as police forces in big cities adopted
“broken windows policing,” which focused on improv-
ing quality of life by having cops be everywhere and
cracking down on everything. It’s what transformed
New York City from rot to the safest big city in the
U.S.

But crooks and their leftist advocates didn’t like all
that policing. We have been backsliding for 30 years.
Milwaukee is a perfect example. There was a lot less
car-stealing, reckless driving, and street muggings in
1996 than 2026. Street takeovers like we regularly see
on Water Street were nonexistent. 

But Milwaukee in that era had a much more moder-
ate mayor (John Norquist) than we have now. The City
Council in the ‘90s still had actual conservatives
(Annette Schubert, Robert Anderson, John Kalwitz
and others). When Bob Donovan left the Milwaukee
Common Council a few years ago, the body became
100% hard left.

With the drift from a mostly moderate/left govern-
ment with a fair number of conservative voices, to a
100% hard-left community, we have been sliding.

Chicago is 10 years ahead of us in the race to the
bottom. Its mayor is an out-and-out Marxist who does-
n’t believe in policing. We see the result. We also see
the future in Milwaukee if the trend isn’t reversed.

* * *

The same rules apply everywhere. The city of
Waukesha just elected another Democrat mayor. How
do you think that’ll work out? The safest prediction is
that homelessness, street crime, burglaries and rob-
beries will all continue to go up.

(Mark Belling is the host of a podcast and a longtime
former Milwaukee radio talk show host.)

It never fails: 
Cities led by leftists

always decline

“Believe you can and 
you’re halfway there.”

— Theodore Roosevelt

TODAY’S INSPIRATION

MARK
BELLING

Milwaukee police ban on foot pursuits
another move toward Chicago-style rot


