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HARTLAND — A downtown boutique
hotel revealed in April was discussed in fur-
ther detail at the Joint Architectural and
Plan Commission meeting Monday night,
during which a parking study was encour-
aged. 

Developers HF Hospitality Group of
Delafield and Luther Group out of Elm
Grove, along with Cedarburg architect
Groth Design Group, revealed their plans
for the concept in April. They have since
submitted detailed project plans, which
were reviewed by village officials during
Monday night’s meeting. 

The four-story, roughly 12,000-square-foot
hotel would be located at the southeast cor-
ner of the intersection of East Capitol
Drive and Cottonwood Avenue in downtown
Hartland. The lot was previously home to a
Stop-N-Go gas station and Lorraine’s Lega-
cy boutique; the two buildings and parking
lot that still stand on the property would
need to be razed and cleared. 

The hotel would include 36 guest rooms
and a rooftop lounge of about 2,000 square
feet that would be open to hotel guests and
the public, according to village documents.
Parking would be valet only with three
motor court spaces and 20 underground
spaces available on site. Overflow parking
would be accommodated by other HF Hospi-
tality-owned properties in downtown Hart-
land, with municipal lots serving as the
final tier of parking during peak demand
periods, according to village documents. 

Among suggestions from village staff
during the meeting was that the developers
submit a parking plan for operation of the
hotel and potentially conduct a downtown
parking study. As the planned site directly
abuts the Bark River, village staff recom-
mended early coordination with the Wis-
consin Department of Natural Resources. 

The Plan Commission is expected to con-
tinue its review of the proposed hotel at its
next meeting Aug. 17, with the Village
Board set to consider the proposal Aug. 24. 

The developers have yet to submit a
planned unit development request, accord-

ing to village documents. 
Village President Jeff Pfannerstill previ-

ously called the proposed hotel “beautiful”
and a “great concept” when plans were
first revealed in April, but acknowledged
that hotels previously proposed in down-
town Hartland haven’t always worked out. 

“In Hartland, we have had hotels pro-
posed before and, in those cases, the devel-

oper (decided it) wasn’t going to work for
them,” Pfannerstill previously said. 

He expressed optimism for the plan,
however, saying there is a need for a hotel
in Hartland where there is none now. Pfan-
nerstill said the goal for the downtown
Hartland is to add development, “making
it more vibrant and bringing people
together.”

Parking study a possibility for proposed
boutique hotel in downtown Hartland
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A four-story boutique hotel proposed for downtown Hartland was discussed at a Joint Architectural and Plan Commission meeting on Mon-
day.

What do you think?
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WAUKESHA — Waukesha-
based Legacy Bakehouse has
appointed Tim Jax as its new
CEO, the company announced
Tuesday. 

“Tim is joining Legacy at a
critical point in our journey. His
proven leadership skills are
essential for our next stage of
growth,” Brian Behm, Legacy
Bakehouse board member and
managing director at Chicago-
based Benford Capital Partners,
which owns Legacy Bakehouse,
said in a news release. “His
experience scaling and driving
results with innovative food
companies will prove invaluable

for our evolving platform.”
Jax spent the past two and a

half years as CEO of Ontario-
based Crofter’s Organic, the
largest North American produc-
ers of jams, jellies and spreads,
according to the release. Jax pre-
viously served in leadership
roles with Pretzels Inc., Tree-
House Foods, and Conagra
Brands, and is a former member
of Legacy Bakehouse’s board of
directors. 

“I’m thrilled to be joining
Legacy at such an exciting time
for the business,” Jax said in the
release. “The Company has real
momentum, and its diverse set

of flexible baking and snack
capabilities is a true differentia-
tor in the market. I look forward
to partnering with the talented
Legacy team to find new ways to
deliver value for our customers.”

Legacy Bakehouse was found-
ed in 1917 and produces premi-
um snack mix and components,
cookies, pita chips, tortillas, and
croutons. Since being acquired
by Benford Capital Partners in
2023, Legacy Bakehouse has
acquired the former operating
assets of Angelic Bakehouse in
Cudahy, as well as Classic Cook-
ie in Sevierville, Tenn. 

MUKWONAGO — On Aug. 2
from 1-4 p.m., the Mukwonago His-
torical Society will provide guide-
books to tour the “Old Village of
Mukwonago” at the Red Brick
Museum at 103 Main St. 

Visitors can walk the route to
see historical sites around the
downtown square on Fox, Main
and Rochester streets. The guide-
book contains over 40 photos dat-
ing between the 1860s and 1930s to

show what it was like to stroll the
village in times past, according to
a news release. 

The guidebook also contains bio-
graphical info on early settlers of
the area, including several never-
before-seen photos that were
recently acquired by the Histori-
cal Society, according to the
release. 

Longtime Mukwonago resident
Jerry Taylor will be stationed

near the old Wonago Bike building
to reminisce about downtown
businesses in the 1940s and 1950s,
while Historical Society member
Janine Coley will conduct tours of
the Masonic Hall, according to the
release. 

Visitors can purchase the tour
guidebooks for $7 at the museum
on the day of the event. The tour
will take about an hour, according
to the release.  

OCONOMOWOC — Visitors to downtown Oconomowoc
should anticipate Wisconsin Avenue being closed to west-
bound traffic from Ski Slide Road to Main Street/North Lake
Street from 4 a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday for the Lake Country
Triathlon.

Businesses on the southside of West Wisconsin Avenue can
still be accessed during the race. All customers should enter
onto Wisconsin Avenue from Ski Slide Road. Customers who
leave businesses heading east can use the eastbound lane of
Wisconsin Avenue to travel into Oconomowoc. Customers
who wish to head west should first head eastbound on Wis-
consin Avenue and then turn onto Marks Road to proceed
back to Ski Slide Road, which will then allow people to trav-
el west.

The Oconomowoc Farmers Market has moved to Friday
night to accommodate the race, as well. It will be held in the
Village Green from 4 p.m. to 8 p.m. 

The Lac La Belle Boat Launch will also be affected because
West Wisconsin Avenue will be closed at City Beach. Vehicle
access to the Lac La Belle Boat Launch will not be available
between 4 a.m. and 3 p.m. on race day. The boat launch park-
ing lot will also be closed during this time.  

Lake Country Triathlon to
cause road closures Saturday

WAUKESHA — Changes are
underway at Greenway Terrace
Park, which will soon have a new
playground.

The existing playground’s

removal was scheduled to start
Wednesday. The playground area
will be fenced off and closed to the
public during construction, accord-
ing to a Facebook post from the city. 

The new Greenway Terrace Park
playground, located near the inter-
section of Greenway Terrace and
Cardinal Drive, should be installed
and ready for play later this fall.

WAUKESHA — Celebrate Christ-
mas early this year by participating
in the city of Waukesha’s ornament
design contest. 

Community members can create
their own design and submit it to
the city for the chance to see it used
as the city’s official Christmas
ornament, which will be given

away at Waukesha’s annual holiday
lighting event on Dec. 4. 

The winning artist will be invited
to “flip the switch” at the Night of
Lights event and will receive up to
five ornaments featuring their
design, according to a news release. 

Submit your design online at
http://bit.ly/3RbfGUV or pick up a

paper entry form at one of the fol-
lowing locations: 

■ Waukesha Public Library, 321
Wisconsin Ave.

■ Parks, Recreation & Forestry
Office, 1900 Aviation Drive

■ City Hall, 201 Delafield St.
The deadline to enter is July 31 at

midnight, according to the release. 
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